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Benton's specie standard, which to-day is the law of the land. Clay has also been 
looked upon as an enemy to the institution of slavery, yet he helped to extend 
it. He has been thought to be the great compromiser and pacificator, yet his 
last great stand was simply a precursor of the Civil War, which was staved off 
until it became more deadly. The truth is that Clay was on opposite sides of a 
number of important questions, and whatever virtues he may have possessed, 
consistency was not one of them. 

One who has not made a close study of the career of Henry Clay will find by 
a perusal of this excellent work that many of his pre-conceived ideas of the man 
are shattered. 



Annotations to thb Code of West Vibginia. From Decisions of the Courts of 
Last Resort of West Virginia and Virginia. Edited by W. M. Justis, Jr., 
Attorney-At-Law, Richmond, Va. Published by Wm. E. Ross, State Bank 
Bld'g. Richmond, Va.: 1903. $7.50 delivered. 

The Virginia lawyer will find this work exceedingly valuable because the 
West Virginia Code, being founded on our own, is so nearly the same that the 
Court of Appeals of West Virginia when it passes upon a statute of its own State 
is practically construing a Virginia statute. A comparative table prefixed to 
the book shows some eight hundred of the most important sections of the Vir- 
ginia Code which have been interpreted by the Court of Appeals of West Vir- 
ginia. The table is So arranged that it can be ascertained at a glance whether 
the court of last resort of our sister State has passed upon a given section of our 
own Code. Fortunately the statutes thus construed are in daily use by the Vir- 
ginia practitioner. The West Virginia Court has passed upon many Virginia 
statutes which have never been construed in this State, and also upon new phases 
of Virginia statutes never considered by our Court of Appeals. For illustration: 
On the statutes relating to deeds (almost identical in the two states) there are 
191 decisions in West Virginia and 108 in Virginia. The statutes on ejectment 
are identical. In West Virginia there are 185 decisions upon these statutes, 
and in Virginia 127. From this it will be seen that the Virginis lawyer will 
have in Mr. Justis' work a most valuable companion for his Virginia Code An- 
notated. 

The work contains nearly 1,200 pages and would easily have filled two 
volumes had the author followed the fashion of the day in afflicting the profes- 
sion by separating into two books what for convenience sake should be in one. 



